
 

Learning to read is absolutely key to academic success and the use of a systematic synthetic phonics programme is a key component in the successful teaching of Early Reading Skills. The EEF 

states that ‘The teaching of phonics should be explicit and systematic to support children in making connections between the sound patterns they hear in words and the way that these words are 

written.’  and that an effective SSP programme can have a positive impact of +5 months progress.  

In EYFS and KS1 we use a systematic synthetic phonics programme called ‘Little  Wandle Letters 

and Sounds Revised’  This is a DfE validated approach to teaching     phonics—meaning it is a 

systematic, synthetic approach. Clear teaching plans of        progression, knowledge and ways to 

support learners to keep up or catch up are built in to the programme.  The expectations are 

that Reception children will be blending by the end of Autumn term and a  high number of Y1 

children will have sufficient skill to pass the     phonics check in Y1. 

ASSESSMENT—6 weekly assessments are embedded into the Teaching and Learning plans to 

allow teachers to track, monitor and identify any children falling behind. 

A systematic approach 

Reading in context is another part of the programme. We have purchased high quality 

reading books which are well matched to the teaching sequence to ensure that the chil-

dren are able to de-code and read 90% of the text. Children read with an adult in a small 

group 3 times per week and the whole class does this together to ensure high quality 

reading teaching is occurring at all times. Teachers carefully monitor the text levels us-

ing questioning and AfL practices. Each of the 3 reads has a different purpose to the 

session. Read 1 has a decoding teaching  focus, Read 2 has a prosody teaching focus and 

Read 3 a comprehension focus.  

Reading lessons 



 

Classrooms are language rich environments 

Children have access to high quality interactions with adults as part of their daily diet 

Classrooms have engaging reading areas which encourage reading for pleasure and practise 

of key skills independently 

There are engaging activities which encourage children to develop speaking, listening skills 

and develop their vocabulary. 

Children who are falling behind are supported with regular keep up or catch up     sessions. 

Most children will have completed the programme by the end of Y1 however there will be 

some children who may benefit from further support and instruction. Further support will 

be available for children who: 

• Did not pass the Y1 phonics screening check 

• Are new to the school or country 

• Are identified as having SEND or additional needs,  

Keep up and catch up sessions may take a variety of formats—Precision Teaching, blending 

and segmenting practise either 1:2;1 or in small groups.  

Strong foundations 

Children are assessed in the Summer term of Y1 using a Government statutory assess-

ment tool. This screening check assesses whether children are able to use their phonic 

decoding skills to an age appropriate level and standard. It also identifies sounds for 

further focus moving into Y2. Children are assesses on a 1:2:1 basis by a member of the 

school team who knows them well. Children who do not meet the pass mark threshold 

will continue to receive intervention during the summer term and into Y2. They will re-

take the phonics screening check in Y2.  

Phonics is taught daily in whole class sessions and follow the Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds SSP. ‘Lessons explicitly model strategies and skills.  

The same visuals, mnemonics and actions are used to ensure consistency and continuity. 

All staff have completed phonics training and all have access to high quality plans and re-

sources as part of the SSP. 

Children have access to phonetically decodable reading books that are directly linked with 

phonics teaching and assessments.  

Assessments are used to inform planning, intervention and targeted teaching groups.  
Keeping Up and Catching Up 

Rigorous Practice 

Y1 Phonics Screening Check 

 


