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RRSA ACCREDITATION REPORT 
GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING 
 

School: Topcliffe Primary School 

Headteacher: Lynsey Hedley 

RRSA coordinator: Sally-Ann Neal 

Local authority: Birmingham 

Assessor(s): Jilly Hillier and Kathy Allan 

Date: 1 July 2021 

 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

 
This is a Gold virtual accreditation report. The assessors would like to thank the children, the Senior 
Leadership Team and staff for their warm welcome to the school, for the opportunity to speak with 
adults and children during the assessment and for the detailed evidence provided to support the 
process. Prior to the accreditation visit, the school completed a comprehensive School Evaluation: 
Gold form and provided a good collection of evidence. 
 
It was evident that children’s rights are embedded across the school and underpin every facet of 
school life. 
 
Particular strengths of the school include: 
 

• An inclusive and child centred approach where children’s rights complement and support the 
school’s restorative approach and HARRI (healthy, aspirational, resilient, respectful and 
independence) values.  

• Children’s wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of rights including an understanding of 
equality and fairness. 

• Opportunities to learn about rights that are well-embedded across the curriculum. 

• An understanding of how the rights respecting approach supports improved outcomes for all 
children. 

 
 
Outcomes for Strands A, B and C have all been achieved. 
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2. MAINTAINING GOLD: RIGHTS RESPECTING STATUS 
 

 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA schools and 
settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Gold level. Here are our 
recommendations for your school: 
 

• Continue to embed explicit reference to rights in restorative discussions so that children use rights 
to resolve disagreements.  

• Celebrate your child rights-based approach explicitly through your values on your website and in 
external communications, perhaps referring to Articles 2 and 3. 

• Continue to develop children’s participation at a strategic level.  

• Continue to develop global learning so that children develop a deeper understanding of global 
issues and know how to challenge injustice by taking action locally and globally. 

• Continue your rights respecting journey and good practice with your new Headteacher. 
 

 
 
 
 

3. ACCREDITATION INFORMATION 
 
 

School context Topcliffe Primary has 254 pupils on roll. Of these 65% 
are eligible for Pupil Premium funding and 23% hold an 
EHCP or statement. 7.5% of pupils speak English as an 
additional language. 
The school has two Resource Bases for children 
diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC) and 
Developmental Language Disorder (DLD). 
Topcliffe was rated as ‘good’ by Ofsted in 2019. 

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher / Deputy Headteacher-SENCO / Assistant 
Head-pastoral / RRSA lead 

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

14 children from the steering group (R- Y6)  
11 KS2 children 

Number of adults interviewed 4 in addition to senior leadership team. 

Evidence provided Focus groups, online portfolio of evidence, written 
evidence, videos of children from across the school 

Registered for RRSA: November 2015 Silver achieved: June 2019 
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STRAND A: TEACHING AND LEARNING ABOUT RIGHTS  
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is made known to children, young 
people and adults, who use this shared understanding to work for improved child wellbeing, school 
improvement, global justice and sustainable development.  
 

Strand A has been achieved 

 

 
Children spoken with were able to confidently talk about a wide range of articles from the CRC. 
Children understood that rights were unconditional, universal, inherent and could not be taken away. 
They explained that “rights are for everyone, when over 18 you just have human rights” and “you have 
them from the second you were born.” They also understood that rights did not need to be earnt and 
that no one right was more important than the other. When asked about the importance of rights, 
children were able to explain that “if we know our rights then we know what we are allowed to do and 
what we are not,”…“RR is very important because people should know what rights they have” and 
“we are doing rights in this school and we would like to carry on.” Pupils are aware that duty bearers 
are responsible for ensuring children can access rights and that “a duty bearer is any adult that can 
take care of you, over 18.”  
 
During Covid-19 restrictions there has been increased reference to rights in virtual assemblies and all 
classes take part in follow up activities that support their learning. During the visit, children referred to 
the class floor books in which this learning is recorded. The RRSA coordinator has reviewed children’s 
learning about rights, ensuring that coverage is wide ranging and that activities are adapted to 
children’s age and ability. As the nearby nursery is also rights respecting many children have an 
awareness of rights on arriving at Topcliffe and this is developed and expanded successfully in 
Reception. Teachers described how story books are an important way to help children learn about 
rights. For example, ‘Not Now Bernard’ was linked to Article 12 and children discussed their right to 
express their views and be listened to; ‘Hansel and Gretel’ was linked to children’s right to live with 
their parents or someone who can care for them, and when reading ‘Journey to Jo’burg’ a member of 
staff explained “how exploring from a children rights perspective allows them to link the learning to 
their own experience so it isn’t abstract.” A recent review of school literature means that the local 
community and wider society are now reflected allowing children to relate to characters and build their 
aspirations. Evidence showed that links are made to articles on displays and an impressive CRC 
corridor display shows the importance the school places on promoting the CRC. This is often used to 
support learning activities.  
  
Staff reported how the CRC has helped develop children’s understanding of the wider world. This was 
supported by children’s confidence in talking about when rights might be met and denied in different 
circumstances. One child described how “children deserve freedom of thought and religion – in school 
we make sure this is respected through RE and providing a range of different food. We are respectful 
of different names.” They also shared how poverty might mean children have to work or do not have 
anywhere to live. One child explained, “Children have a right to be protected from war and we all need 
a healthy, happy home. Duty bearers help if they don’t” and gave examples of Israel and Palestine 
where conflict exists. They also explained that this might mean children are unable to go to school.  
 
Staff regularly have opportunities to share good practice and extend their skills in relation to rights 
respecting through inset and meetings. The RRSA Coordinator shared how Twitter and social media 
have helped staff share practice. In moving from Silver to Gold the headteacher explained how 
children’s rights are embedded across the curriculum and the school development plan saying “We 
have become more explicit with the children about the rights” with the deputy adding “Rights are so 
firmly linked to our HARRI values – the language is embedded and children can relate to, and talk 
about, rights.”  
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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Parents learn about RRSA through ClassDojo messaging and newsletters that link to rights and the 
school held a well-attended workshop just before the first lockdown. The rights pupil group, the 
‘Ambassadoers’ have met with the governing body. The Chair explained that they always take rights 
into account when reviewing policies. A parent governor gave, in writing, an example of when her 
child had talked about rights ‘My daughter was recently part of an interview process for a staff 
member, she told me how the children had thought of their own questions, when I asked what hers 
was, she said that it was about the HARRI Values and rights respecting, I said what if they don’t know 
about it, her reply was they should know because that is what we are about.’ 
 

 

STRAND B: TEACHING AND LEARNING THROUGH RIGHTS – ETHOS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS 
Actions and decisions affecting children are rooted in, reviewed and resolved through rights. Children, 
young people and adults collaborate to develop and maintain a school community based on equality, 
dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation; this includes learning and teaching in a way that 
respects the rights of both educators and learners and promotes wellbeing.  
 

Strand B has been achieved 

 

 
Children agreed that they enjoy all of their rights in school, and understood that staff, as duty bearers, 
have the responsibility to ensure that their rights are being met. A child described how the right to 
privacy is respected in school by having “cubicles in the toilets.” Another child said, “If you are upset 
about something, the teacher will check in with you but leave you if you don’t want to talk” or “teachers 
will have a private conversation with you.” They understood the concepts of fairness explaining that 
“Everyone gets an opinion at lunchtime on what they want to eat,” “Everyone gets support with their 
learning.” They showed their understanding of equity by explaining that “during lockdown school 
provided laptops and some children came into school if their parents were working” and “if one person 
needs help in maths the teacher will help them, but not everyone will need that help.” Pupils were 
clear they can speak to a duty bearer or ‘trusted adult’ if they have concerns about anything and that 
these people include teachers, learning mentors and parents.  
 
Both staff and children report that relationships across the school are positive and founded on dignity 
and a mutual respect for rights. Children felt that “everyone is friendly to each other” and that “teachers 
teach us fairly.” The headteacher explained, “We are now a reflective and restorative school, 
increasing children’s understanding of their behaviours and their impact on others.” Plans are in place 
to develop a restorative approach further and ensure that rights respecting language is explicit 
throughout the processes. “Children are starting to use rights to manage situations and will talk about 
them with peers” explained the assistant head. Children showed how they were beginning to 
understand the complex nature of rights saying, “We need to be respectful and can’t just say 
anything,” “if there is something in your head you want to say and it will make people upset, you don’t 
say it.” When asked about dignity they were able to describe how “you need to treat people how you 
want to be treated.” One child demonstrated how teachers treat them with dignity saying, “If something 
was happening, they’d talk to you outside the class and they’d support you so next time you can make 
a better choice.” 
 
Children spoken with reported that they felt safe in school and were able to recognise a range of ways 
that school supports them to stay safe. They gave examples that included, “If you did something 
wrong and it is a risk to other children teachers will keep you away” and “children know that if someone 
is rude or unkind to them online they need to report it using the dolphin feature.” Other examples 
included learning about safety in lessons and assemblies such as learning about Childline, the 
NSPCC and designated safeguarding leads who are displayed around school. A nurture group was 
set up after the first lockdown in response to a group of children who were struggling to cope in class. 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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This has been very successful with all those involved being much more settled and some children 
being transitioned back into full time classes.  
 
The school places children’s social and emotional wellbeing high on their agenda. Children were able 
to recognise that hand sanitiser and ‘bubbles’ are in place to support their health along with balanced 
healthy meals. “There are breaks in learning to have fun” explained another child when talking about 
emotional health. Learning mentors work with identified children and the nurture group supports those 
who find mainstream classes a challenge. Children have read ‘Ruby’s Worry’ which helped them to 
understand the importance of sharing worries. One child explained, “If you do have a worry you can 
talk to the teacher.” During the recent lockdown periods pupil and family welfare was paramount. 
School was open for those who needed it and regular contact was made with all families with staff 
focussing on supporting children to keep active and keeping morale high.  
 
Inclusion is a key strength at Topcliffe, and it was clear that children felt valued and included in the 
life of the school. The school has two resource bases supporting children with complex needs that 
make up approximately one third of the school. The school’s aim is to support vulnerable families and 
fully integrate resource base pupils. “They experience a mainstream school and we adapt and cater 
for their needs” explained the headteacher. Resource base classes are close to mainstream 
classrooms so that children feel part of the main school. The school recently renewed its flagship 
status for the Inclusion Quality Mark and the report stated that ‘the school lives and breathes 
inclusion.’ The deputy headteacher explained how “Children are very accepting of being different and 
understand they have different needs. They are really supportive and are increasingly understanding.” 
Another member of staff added “It (rights) has changed attitudes, we link extra support to rights and 
children feel empowered.” Over time exclusions have reduced and it was felt that a rights respecting 
approach had contributed to this success.  
 
Children spoken with agreed that they were supported to have a say and play an active role in their 
own learning citing examples that included choosing the book for story time and choosing how to 
present their work. One child added, “we were asked if we wanted the questions in our test read out 
or if we wanted to go next door and do it in silence.” They understand and value their education and 
recognise that staff in school want them to learn and enjoy themselves. Children talked about the 
importance of the school giving laptops to children who needed them during lockdown so they could 
continue with their right to learn. Self-assessment stickers are used to help children reflect on their 
learning.  
 

 
 
 

STRAND C: TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR RIGHTS – PARTICIPATION, 
EMPOWERMENT AND ACTION 
Children are empowered to enjoy and exercise their rights and to promote the rights of others locally 

and globally. Duty bearers are accountable for ensuring that children experience their rights.  
 

Strand C has been achieved 

 

 
Children in the focus groups felt confident that they had a voice in school, and that their views are 
taken seriously. The school recognises that communication is key to empowering children and as 
many pupils start Topcliffe with speech and language concerns they have adopted the Oracy 21 
initiative that encourages children to talk about emotions and develop language skills through stories. 
Prior to Covid-19, children were able to join a range of pupil voice groups that helped develop 
leadership skills and these will be reinstated and developed when possible. “We have built children’s 
aspirations and their role within school” explained a member of staff. The RRSA Coordinator 
explained, “Ambassadoers are so enthusiastic about their role. They have taken on responsibility to 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools
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lead discussions around Article of the Week which is shared and explored in advance through 
meetings. We have seen their knowledge and confidence grow.” The Ambassadoers - the name came 
about through a spelling mistake and stuck – include both mainstream and resource base children. 
They described their role as helping “Everyone learn about rights” making “rights real” in school and 
“making the world a better place.” They also described how Article of the Week follow up activities are 
recorded in class books. They were particularly proud of their involvement in lunchtimes. “We are 
trying out tokens for dinner times as we wanted to make lunchtimes better. They help us get more 
playtime.” The token system was also established to reduce food waste which was recognised as an 
issue by pupils. One child pointed out that “We all have a right to a voice. Right now, we are telling 
you what we think, and you are listening to us.”  
 
Children have been engaged in several campaigns and events to promote not only their rights, but 
the rights of children globally. They regularly watch Newsround, discuss global topics and are aware 
of ways to protect the planet, supported by evidence in the online portfolio. EYFS have been involved 
in litter picking on the school grounds and were so shocked by what they found that they wrote to the 
local housing association and headteacher about getting more bins. They also made posters advising 
people to use them. Children were able to recite the 3 R’s: reduce, reuse and recycle and explained 
that they recycle paper in class and “when brushing your teeth turn the tap off.” Another child 
explained that “recycling will help other environments as the plastic won’t travel elsewhere.” When 
talking about important issues around the world children felt strongly about food waste and explained 
that “pollution from cars and factories makes the air less clean, it affects global warming.” “We want 
a clean environment” explained children when talking about their actions.  
 
Some pupils have learnt about the importance of girls’ education through the ‘Send my Friend to 
School’ campaign and have written to the G7 leaders about how they could improve the world. A child 
explained how in the past boys went to school and girls worked and that this still happened in some 
countries today. Y6 pupils also wrote to Boris Johnson about racism in football after learning about 
the Black Lives Matter movement. Pupils are becoming increasingly aware of the different ways they 
can support children to access their rights. Examples they gave included, “You can help others access 
their rights by donating to charities. We took part in a shoebox appeal and gave them to the foodbank.” 
They are also planning to participate in a ShoeShare collection and to run a parent and child rights 
quiz. Staff work closely with others across the Trust to support each other to achieve the rights 
respecting school award. Plans are in place to support the Ambassadoers to meet with other pupil 
groups and share their journey. 
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