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3 September 2021  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that you and your family are well and I am absolutely delighted to introduce myself as the new 
Headteacher of Topcliffe Primary School. I am looking forward to welcoming the children back to school on 
Monday 6th September and am keen to get to know you all and work with you as key members of the school 
community. 
 
To ensure the return to school is as smooth as possible for everyone we would like to confirm the following 
arrangements for the new term. 
 
Start Date: 
Y1 – Y6 pupils will start back on Monday 6th September 
Reception pupils have been given specific start date and timing information for the first week back and will 
then attend school full time from Monday 13th September 
 
Drop off and Collection Times:  
To keep things as simple as possible we will continue drop offs and collections as they were last academic year. 
We will continue to review these arrangements on a regular basis and will keep you informed of any changes.  
 
Drop off arrangements: 

 Reception, Y2, Y4 and Y5 will come into school and be collected from the KS1 playground  

 Resource Base classes, Y1, Y3 and Y6 will come into school and be collected from the KS2 Playground.  
 
Gates will close in the morning at 9am. Anyone arriving after this time will need to go to the main office.  
 
Collection times:  

 Reception and Resource Base children 3pm  

 Y1 and Y2 - 3.05pm 

 Y3 and Y4 - 3.10pm  

 Y5 and Y6 - 3.15pm  
 
School Uniform 
Full school uniform should be worn. Children may still come to school wearing PE kit on their class PE day. Your 
child’s class teacher will let you know when this is – there will be no PE on the first day back. 
 
COVID arrangements from September: 
Initially we will continue to take steps to minimise the risk of infection where possible. These include the 
following: 

 Continued focus on high levels of hygiene and handwashing. 

 Continuing to use staggered drop off and home time procedures. 

 One adult only to pick up or drop off and we would appreciate parents continuing to wear masks to 
protect themselves and the school community if possible.  

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will continue to be staggered and we will maintain distancing between 
classes where possible. 
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 Assemblies will initially be held in smaller phase groups or key stages rather than whole school. 

 If infection rates rise, or the numbers of cases in school increase the school may need to reintroduce 
restrictions in line with our Outbreak Management Plan or any further government guidance or Public 
Health advice. 

 
Pupils who test positive for COVID  

 Pupils who have one of the three main symptoms (persistent cough, high temperature, loss or change 
of taste/smell) must still isolate at home and get a PCR test immediately.  

 If a pupil tests positive, they will need to isolate in line with current guidance.  

 Pupils identified as close contacts by NHS Test and Trace no longer need to isolate and can continue 
to attend school as long as they have no symptoms. Instead of isolating, they will be encouraged to 
take a PCR test. They will not need to isolate while waiting for the result (as long as they have no 
symptoms). 

 
If you are unsure about whether your child needs to isolate or have any other questions or queries please do 
contact us before coming to school and we will be happy to advise you on the right course of action.  
 
The Topcliffe team look forward to welcoming you all back on Monday and I will be out on the school gates 
daily so please do come and say hello if you get a chance. 
 
Best wishes,  

 
 
 
 

Ms V. Crombie 
 
Headteacher 
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